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Spec1al—needs chlldren build fnendshlps for life

By DEBBY TEICH

SPECIAL TO THE GAZETTE

It has been 15 yearssmce
Laura Prado and David
Steiman learned that their
son, Wolf, now 17 had au-
tism.

The Weston res1dents

have spent most of those

yearsas anadvocate for
Wolf, as well as otheér chil-
dren and adults with special
needs. Through LIFE, “Liv-

ing Inclusively for Every-
one,” and Weston’s FAN
club, “Friends are Neces-
sary,” they are hoping to
change the world one step
atatime.

_ The couple was stationed
in Germany while Steiman,
a cardiologist, served as an
Army physician. When Wolf
was 1 year old, they noticed
he was not developing at
the same rate as his older
sister, Marina, or other chil-

dren. Their pedlatrlclan as-
sured them that nothing
was wrong. A developmen-
tal screening proved differ-

“ently.

~ Atthattime, a diagnosis
of autism was not as preva-
lent as it is today. Doctors

told Prado that herson |

- would need to be institu-
tionalized and she should
forget about him and focus

on her daughter and hus-
band. Prado ignored that

advice and left Germany for -
Washington, D.C., while her
- husband finished h]S tour of

duty.

An attorney, she drew on
herlegal skills to research
the laws and enrolled him

-ina devel_opmental pre-

school.

“Over the years, people

have been quick to tell me
what Wolf will never be able
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MEETING FRIENDS Donny Lewandowskl rlght 19, of Weston, gives a hug to friend Corine
Bobee, 17, of Weston during the Friends are Necessary club meetmg foryoung adults. The

founders of Living Inclusively for Everyone formed the FAN club for young: adults i in Weston who

have special needs. Staff photo/Jason T. Arnold
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